
Cherubs in Chicagoland – by Betsy Foxwell and Jacquelyn Van Mieghem

The Park Ridge Board held its 10th annual Cherub Brunch on Sunday November 23rd 2008.  Silent and oral auctions, raffles, and games offered many ways for the 175 generous patrons to donate to our important cause.  The mainstay of the event continued to be the silent auction.  With thoughtful donations from merchants, friends, board members (both the Park Ridge and Northwestern University Settlement boards!), the benefit guests had hundreds of choices to make in placing their bids; all to the delightful harmony provided by pianist Richard Gersten.
As always, the Park Ridge Country Club was beautiful and presented a delicious brunch.  Tom McHugh and his staff go to great lengths to create a wonderful atmosphere for the afternoon.

After brunch, John Par served as our auctioneer and was most successful.  Shari Olshanski chaired the oral auction and delivered exciting items for bid.
Marge Kellen hosted the raffle and it was wonderful.  Marge Kellen is an angel to the Park Ridge board and we are fortunate.  An addition this year was the Palm Reader.  Many guests enjoyed Readings by Jan and look forward to having her back next year.  
Ron Manderschied delivered an inspiring talk on the Settlement, its services and its plans for the future.  

The brunch was a success, providing over $23,000 to support the Settlement’s emergency services program and food panty.  Just as importantly, the event continued to educate many people about the Settlement and the need for financial and personal support.  The 2009 Cherub brunch has already been scheduled for Sunday, November 22nd at the Park Ridge Country Club.  Mark your calendars for next year.
So much went into this wonderful event, and many hands and hearts make for light work! 
